


CHRISTMAS WORSHIP 

December 24 & 25, 2023  •  Online  

AS WE GATHER 
  
The King of Kings coming to us, incarnate as a child in Bethlehem, was evidence that 
our groanings were heard and God the creator answered our call for a Savior. Rather 
than simply choose a savior from humanity’s hoard, the creator came. Fully God he 
came in complete humility.  Born in poverty, laid in the manger for the livestock, Jesus 
humbled himself for us even to the point of giving his life. This Savior, whom not even 
death could hold, not only wants to be born in our world, He wants to dwell in our 
hearts by faith. If he is not living there already, may he be born in yours today.  
 
 

PRESERVICE MUSIC    
 
CHRISTMAS WELCOME 
 
INVOCATION 

 

Pastor: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.        Isaiah 9:2a 

People: We have beheld Christ’s glory—glory as of the only Son from  
  the Father.          John 1:14 

 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People:  Proclaim the Holy Birth, and praises sing to God the King and peace 
  to all on earth.   
 
 
CHRISTMAS CAROL  “O Little Town of Bethlehem”     LSB #361 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 
Pastor: The true light, which enlightens everyone, 
People:  Was coming into the world.        John 1:9 
 
Pastor: Jesus said, 
People:  I have come into the world as light, so that whoever believes in me may 

not remain in darkness.         John 12:46 
 
Pastor:  The light has come into the world,  
People:  and people loved the darkness rather than the light because their deeds 

were evil.            John 12:46 
 

Pastor: We are those people dwelling in the darkness of sin. Let us together step into 
the light by confessing our sins to God and together sharing in his forgiveness. 

 

The congregation may kneel or remain standing as a moment  
of silent reflection and confession is observed.  

  

People:  Lord God, thank you for bringing your light into this world on Christmas. In 
what we have spoken and thought, by what we have done and by what we 
have left undone, we have shown ourselves to be those people that have 
preferred darkness over your light. Forgive us for lingering in the darkness 
of sin.  

 
Pastor: The light shines in the darkness and the darkness has not overcome it!  John 1:5 

People:  If we walk in the light...we have fellowship with one another, and the blood 
of Jesus...cleanses us from all sin.      1 John 1:7 

 
Pastor: Our sins are forgiven in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit.  
People:  Amen.  
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CHRISTMAS CAROL “Now Sing We, Now Rejoice”        B #386, vv 1, 3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
LITANY OF THE PROPHET  Isaiah 9:2, 6-7  
 
Reader:  The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. 
People:  Those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has a light      
  shined. 
 
Reader: For to us a child is born. 
People: To us a Son is given; 
 
Reader:  and the government shall be upon his shoulders, and his name shall be 

called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace.  

People: Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, 
 
Reader: on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 
People: To establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness 

from this time forth and forevermore.  
 
Reader: The zeal of the Lord of Hosts 
People: will do this! 
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CHRSTMAS EPISTLE  1 John 4:7-14 
 
7 
Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been 

born of God and knows God. 
8 
Anyone who does not love does not know God,        

because God is love. 
9 
In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God 

sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. 
10 

In this is love, 
not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the            
propitiation for our sins. 

11
 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one    

another. 
12

 No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and 
his love is perfected in us. 
 
13

 By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his 
Spirit. 

14 
And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the   

Savior of the world. 
 
Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God!  
 
 

CHRISTMAS CAROL “O Come, All Ye Faithful”                  LSB #379, vv 1-3 

 
 
 

5 

 

 

 

Public Domain 

 

 



CHRISTMAS GOSPEL PART 1 Luke 2:1-14 
 
1
In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be 

registered. 
2
This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 

3
And 

all went to be registered, each to his own town. 
4
And Joseph also went up from      

Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called   
Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, 

5
to be registered with 

Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 
6
And while they were there, the time came for 

her to give birth. 
7
And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in          

swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in 
the inn. 
 
8
And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over 

their flock by night. 
9
And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the 

Lord shone around them, and they were filled with fear. 
10

And the angel said to them, 
“Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy that will be for all the peo-
ple. 

11
For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 

12
And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and 

lying in a manger.” 
13

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heaven-
ly host praising God and saying, 
 
14

“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is 
pleased!” 
 
CHRISTMAS CAROL “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear”      LSB #366, vv 1 & 4 
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CHRISTMAS GOSPEL PART 2 Luke 2:15-20 
 
15 

When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one an-
other, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the 
Lord has made known to us.” 

16
 And they went with haste and found Mary and Jo-

seph, and the baby lying in a manger. 
17 

And when they saw it, they made known the 
saying that had been told them concerning this child. 

18
 And all who heard it wondered 

at what the shepherds told them. 
19 

But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering 
them in her heart

. 20 
And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all 

they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 
Pastor:  This is the Christmas Gospel. 
People: Jesus our Savior has come! 
 
 
CHRISTMAS CAROL “What Child Is This”           LSB #370 
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CHRISTMAS SERMON “Christ Our Emmanuel Has Come”   
     Text:  Isaiah 7:13-14 & Luke 2:10-12 
 
 
OFFERING  
 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED  
  
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
 Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. 
 The third day He rose again from the dead. 
 He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father  
  Almighty. 
 From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T  

 Everlasting.  Amen 
 
 
PRAYERS 
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever.  Amen 
 
 
CANDLE LIGHTING 
  

(Pastor will take the light from the Christ candle and pass the light to the congregation.  
Tip only the unlighted candle to avoid dripping the wax.  Thank you.) 
  
 

Pastor: May the light of these candles remind us of Christ, our Light, the child in the 
manger at Bethlehem.   
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CHRISTMAS CAROL  “Silent Night, Holy Night”    LSB #363 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CHRISTMAS BLESSING 
 
Pastor: May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  
  fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   2 Corinthians 13:14 
People: Amen! Let Heaven and nature sing! 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
 
POSTLUDE 
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(Final Song will be sung outside!) 
 
CHRISTMAS CAROL  “Joy to the World”     LSB #387 

 
 
 

THANK YOU to all who helped with this service both in-person and online. 
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